CHAPTER Xn
GERMANIA CONTRA MUNDUM
THE story lightly sketched in the preceding pages is
of a single texture throughout. It is the story of a
people always warlike, always aggressive, an Esau
among nations, a rogue among elephants* It is also
the story of a people torn internally by truceless
feuds, lacking in unity, devoid of political sense,
addicted to violent crime and bottomless treachery,
a constant source of disturbance in the heart of
Europe. It is the story, too, of a people, who, in
spite of its central position, has remained isolated and
alien from the Commonwealth of Christendom.
Converted late and imperfectly to the religion of
the Cross, it has remained fundamentally pagan.
Cut off from the community of the Latin peoples
by its harsh and barbaric language, it has failed to
keep in touch with the culture of the modern world.
This is all the more lamentable because the German
peoples have throughout the ages displayed qualities
which in happier circumstances might have rendered
great service to humanity. They have shown high
courage in danger; amazing endurance in suffering;
pathetic submission to leaders; a remarkable capacity
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